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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/808,33 1 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3781 

1. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is unclear how the cap or the cover being collapsible. 

The recitations "the larger base", "the top and bottom halves", "the compartment", has 
no antecedent basis. 

The recitations "means of joint members", "locomotion means", "drive means" is not a 
proper recitation of 1 12, 6 paragraph. The word "means" is preceded by the words 
"locomotion", "drive" in an attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means 
for performing a specified function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) 
preceding "means," it is impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

2. Claims 1, and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schrader 
(5868247) in view of Clark et al. (4522299) or Simpson (1271784). Schrader teaches a golf bag 
with hollow casing, a collapsible cap hingedly connected, locomotion means 14 and drive means 
32, a chamber 18(note the chamber containing the last two rows of clubs), which on one side 
near the inside wall of the case attached to the case, a cover 13 fixed to the case by join members 
21 with pockets 28-30 

Schrader meets all claimed limitations except for the device having a frusto-conical 
configuration, and the holding chamber being cylindrical. Either Clark or Simpson teaches that 
it is known in the art to provide a frusto-conical shaped casing. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a frusto-conical shaped casing to provide the desired 
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shape for the golf bag. With respect to the holding chamber being cylindrical It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a cylindrical holding chamber to 
provide the desired shape for the holding chamber. 

Regarding claim 3 5 the term air tight seal does not impart any structure over closure of 
Schrader. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Schrader 
rejection, as set forth above, and further in view of Nelson et al. (4629202). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide longitudinal tubes (compartments) as taught 
by Nelson to provide added protection. 

4. Claim 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Schrader 
rejection, as set forth above, and further in view of Morehouse (2415392). Morehouse teaches a 
folding system comprising a rail 1 1 anchored to the bottom half of the casing (via portions 
30)and sized to allow the movement and housing in its end of a connecting rod 14 on its lower 
end and fixed to a shaft 8 (via portion 7) carrying the locomotion members 10. The rail being 
provided with a bridge 6 attached to the shaft by means of two arms. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the transport means as taught by Morehouse to 

i 

provide an alternative transporting means for the golf bag. 

5. Claims 4, and 6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571)272-4561 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Tri M. Mai 



Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3781 


